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Bimbadeen Heights Primary School 
Environmental Sustainability Plan  
Purpose 

The purpose of this plan is to outline the actions our school will undertake to improve environmental 
sustainability and address climate change.  

 

Environmental sustainability vision, rationale and governance 

Vision 

Our school takes care of its environment and the environment of the local community. We do this by 
educating students about environmental sustainability, and taking actions including reducing litter, 
planting native gardens, and reducing our carbon emissions. We believe that every opportunity to take 
care of our environment is a learning opportunity.  

Our school will join Sustainability Victoria’s ResourceSmart School program to get assistance in reducing 
the environmental impact of our school operations and inspiring our school community. 

We will provide students with opportunities to garden at school and learn about plants and animals 
while they do it.  

We teach our students about the local environment, natural hazards, and how plants can help to 
mitigate those hazards.  

Our vision is to foster students as future leaders of our community to become ethical decision makers 
who understand how they can impact the environment around them.  

 

Rationale 

Local pollution from traffic is a key concern of our school community. We will take action to do what we 
can to mitigate traffic pollution by planting native trees and shrubs around our school to help improve air 
quality. Planting trees and caring for gardens provides additional opportunities to learn about the 
environment.   

First Nations Australians have cared for Country for over 65,000 years through deep ecological 
knowledge, sustainable practices, and spiritual connection to land and water. Embedding First Nations 
perspectives in our sustainability plan: 

•  recognises and respects Indigenous knowledge systems 

•  supports reconciliation and cultural inclusion 

•  enriches student learning through holistic, place-based education 

•  encourages stewardship of the land through concepts like “Caring for Country” 

This approach aligns with the Victorian Curriculum’s cross-curriculum priority of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Histories and Cultures. 

Environmental sustainability is closely linked to health and nutrition. A school-wide focus on healthy 
eating: 

https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/about-us/awards-we-administer/resourcesmart-schools-awards
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• Encourages students to make informed food choices 

• Reduces reliance on processed and packaged foods, lowering waste 

• Supports school gardens and composting programs 

• Builds lifelong habits that benefit both personal health and the environment 

By integrating food education with sustainability, students learn where food comes from, how it’s grown, 
and how to reduce food waste. 

 

A sustainability plan provides a framework for rich, cross-disciplinary learning experiences in: 

• Science (ecosystems, climate, renewable energy) 

• Humanities (civic responsibility, global citizenship) 

• Health and PE (nutrition, active lifestyles) 

• The Arts (creative expression of environmental themes) 

Hands-on projects like recycling programs, garden clubs, and energy audits make learning tangible and 
meaningful. 

 

School Leadership and Governance (planning committee and student-led groups) 

We are committed to growing our Environmental Sustainability Plan from 2026 onwards. 

Environmental Sustainability Plan Committee members 

• Environmental Leader (Teacher role) 

• Sub Committee to be formed in 2026 

 
Student-led group members  

• 2026 Environmental Captains 

• Gardening Club Student Members 

Related policies and resources 

Department of Education policies and resources: 

• Environmental Sustainability in Schools 

• Single Use Plastic Ban 

• Sustainable Facilities  

• Koorie Teaching Resources 

• Marrung Aboriginal Education Plan 

Bimbadeen Heights Primary School policies and resources: 

• Statement of school values and school philosophy 

• Inclusion and diversity policy 

• Student wellbeing and engagement policy 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/environmental-sustainability-schools/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/single-use-plastics-ban/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/sustainable-facilities/policy
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/koorieresources.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/multicultural/Pages/koorieresources.aspx
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/single-use-plastics-ban/policy
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Current status 

This table provides a snapshot of things we are already doing or plan to do, in some key priority areas relating to environmental sustainability in our school.  

Priority area Current Status (and opportunities) 

1.0 School leadership  Team to be established in 2026 

2.0 Facilities and operations  • We currently have processes in place for the recycled cans program 

• We have paper recycling bins 

3.0 Teaching and learning  Students are taught aspects of sustainability through the Victorian Curriculum 2.0  

4.0 Community partnerships We are developing connections with communities and grants, such as Landcare grants and the water drinking 
stations grant. 

5.0 Koorie knowledge  First-Nations’ history and sustainability concepts are taught (and we are reaching out to our regional Koorie 
education coordinator before establishing a relationship with Traditional Owners) 

6.0 Student-led action Gardening Clubs is in place for student engagement 
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Goals and action plans 

This table records our goals and actions, to align to the vision and rationale of our environmental sustainability goals.  

Goal Priority areas targeted Actions Timeframes Targets Lead responsibility 

1.0 School leadership 
goal 

Agree vision, rationale 
and governance 

Agree student and 
teacher leaders to 
support process 

End of term 2  Agree and 
communicate vision, 
rationale and 
governance 

TBC 

2.0 Facilities and 
operations goal 

Understand if we can 
enhance gardens 

Review relevant policy End of term 1  Report to principal 
what opportunities are 
available 

TBC 

3.0 Teaching and 
learning goal 

Identify how acts of 
sustainability enhance 
our lives 

Reach out to Resource 
Smart Schools  

End of term 2 teachers to meet and 
agree on opportunities 
that align with the 
curriculum 

TBC 

4.0 Community 
partnerships goal 

Develop relationship 
with LandCare 

Reach out to LandCare End of term 2 Identify tree-planting 
opportunities or other 
planting for the garden 
areas 

TBC 

5.0 Koorie knowledge 
goal 

Develop relationship 
with Traditional 
Owners group(s) 

Identify appropriate 
group – seek help from 
the Department if 
needed 

End of term 2 Identify possible 
incursions/excursions 
or other activities 

TBC 

6.0 Student-led action 
goal 

Enhance the Gardening 
Club 

Capture student voice End of term 1 Establish the 
Gardening Club Team 

TBC 
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Facilities and operations benchmarks and targets 

This table is a space for us to record our baseline and set targets.  

 

Sustainability Victoria school benchmarks 

 Waste 

m3 per student / per 
year 

Electricity 

kWh per student / per 
year 

Gas 

GJ per student / per 
year 

Water 

KL per student / per 
year 

Biodiversity 

Habitat Quality 
Assessment Score 

Primary School 0.3   250   0.9   4  >75  

Secondary School 0.3  400  1.4  4  >75  

Your school targets 

 Waste 

m3 per student / per 
year 

Electricity 

kWh per student / per 
year 

Gas 

GJ per student / per 
year 

Water 

KL per student / per 
year 

Biodiversity 

Habitat Quality 
Assessment Score 

2023 baseline      

2024 target      

2025 target      

2026 target      

2027 target      
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Monitoring progress 

This table records our school’s progress against the goals and actions stated above, recorded on a 6-monthly basis, and any further action or changes to our 
plan that may be required.  

Goal Actions Progress achieved against targets Further actions required 

1.0 School leadership goal Agree vision, rationale and 
governance 

  

2.0 Facilities and operations goal Understand if we can enhance 
gardens 

  

3.0 Teaching and learning goal Identify how acts of sustainability 
enhance our lives 

  

4.0 Community partnerships goal Develop relationship with LandCare   

5.0 Koorie knowledge goal Develop relationship with 
Traditional Owners group(s) 

  

6.0 Student-led action goal Enhance the Gardening Club   

 

Endorsement 

Name  Adele Gregson 

Title  Principal 

Date  October 2025 

 


